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The 1925 Corn Pack 


The Association’s annual report on the canning of corn was 
issued November 30. It shows that the pack of canned corn in 
1925 was 24,320,000 cases, as compared with 12,131,000 cases 
in 1924. 


Argentine Regulations on Canned Food Imports 


The importation of canned foods into Argentina after Jan- 
uary 30, 1926, will be governed by new regulations which will 
present difficulties to American exporters. Certain provisions 
of the regulations appear to be impracticable, and the Associa- 
tion is endeavoring to assemble data as a basis for a recommen- 
dation to the Argentine government, through the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, that these regulations be amended. 


As regards labeling the regulations require: ‘ 


“The containers of food products or liquors shall bear labels, 
inscriptions, legends, or annotations engraved, stamped, or adhering 
perfectly, with the following data, in typographical characters uniform 
in size, type face and color. 


“1, The exact designation of the product in Spanish; 


“2. Net weight or volume of the merchandise in terms of the 
metric system; 

“3. The exact date of packing with indication of the month and 
year in which it took place; 

“4. Country or region of origin; 

“5. Name of firm or proprietor of establishment of production 
and that of the agent, importer or representative.” 
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The regulations except biscuits, edible oils, spices, condi- 
ments, sirups in general, juices and fruit substances from the 
requirements as to date of packing (paragraph 3 above). 


In the case of trade-marks or labels already registered the 
regulations permit the use of additional labels containing the 
data required. However, another and later decree of the gov- 
ernment governing the identification of imported merchandise 
contains a requirement that the data all be given on the prin- 
cipal label. In view of this conflict, commercial organizations in 
Argentina are requesting that the legislation be made uniform. 


In the meantime the American commercial attache in Buenos 
Aires suggests it would be advisable for American manufac- 
turers to endeavor to comply with the regulations as they have 
new labels printed, including as much of the information on the 
principal label as may be possible, and using additional labels 
for other information such as date of packing, name of im- 
porter, etc. 


The labeling regulations also provide: 


“It is prohibited to use upon the labels or containers any termi- 
nology, indications or graphic representation which may lead the pur- 
chaser of the goods into error, either as to its quality, origin or 
quantity.” 


Another requirement in the regulations effcetive January 
80 concerns the solders and seals of the container, which, it is 
stated, must consist of: 


“(a) Tin containing as a maximum 1 per cent of lead and .01 per 
cent of arsenic for internal solder and 10 per cent of lead and .01 per 
per cent of arsenic for the external; 


“(b) Rubber and substitutes free from toxic substances; 


“(c) New cork and substitutes, glass, porcelain and other harm- 
less substances.” 


Article V of the regulations further requires: 


“Metallic receptacles intended for the packing of food products, 
either acidulous or prepared with liquids of an acid reaction, solutions 
of common salt, or brine, must be covered on the inside with a pro- 
tective varnish that is free from toxic substances.” 


It is with regard particularly to the requirements for solder 
that the Association hopes to obtain information upon which to 
base a recommendation to the Argentine authorities that will 
lead to suitable modification of the regulations. 
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Final Estimates on Tomato Crop 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the U. 8S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture has issued final statistics on the production 
of tomatoes for manufacture in 1925, with revised figures for 
1924. The statistics for the United States as a whole follow: 


1924 1925 
282,000 
Yield per acre be . 3.8 
Production 1,081,500 
Price per ton ' $15.28 
Total value $15,152,000 $16,523,000 $23,726,000 


Does It Pay? 

“If there is any ‘Doubting Thomas’ among the retail grocer- 
men as to the sales value of National Canned Foods Week, you 
may quote them our figures on sales of canned foods for the first 
two and one-half days of this sale”, is the report of a Mid-West 
grocer to the local chairman for his city. His sales of canned 
foods alone were: Monday, $269.20; Tuesday, $302.17; Wednes- 
day morning $189.65. 

“We are thoroughly sold on the idea”, he concludes, “and it 
seems as though we have passed it on to our customers. We 
expect to reach a total of $5,000 in sales on canned foods for 
the two weeks.” 


Recovery of Taxes After Compromise 

In a decision of the U. S. Court of Claims it is held that a 
taxpayer can not recover by suit in the Court of Claims an 
amount offered in compromise of all civil and criminal liability 
growing out of internal revenue taxes, after such offer has been 
accepted, for the reason that the court can not go back of the 
agreement and open up a transaction which has been closed by 
act of both parties. 


Freight Movement Continues at High Level 


Loadings of revenue freight for the week ending November 
21 totaled 1,057,674 cars. This was the eighteenth week of the 
current year that loadings have been in excess of a million cars. 
The total for the week of November 21 was an increase of 6,916 
cars over the preceding week, with increases in all classes of 
freight except live stock, coke and ore. As compared with the 
corresponding week last year the increase in loadings was 46,755 
cars. 
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Recommends Collection of Current Statistics 


In his annual report, Secretary Hoover of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce presents various legislative recommendations, 
among which is one relating to the collection of current statistics 
of production, consumption, etc. The recommendation is: 

“That the act of March 3, 1919, providing for the collection 
of statistics of the products of manufacturing industries every 
second year, be amended so as to authorize the collection and 
publication of statistics of current production, consumption, 
stocks, shipments, orders, receipts, and sales for commodities 
used and produced in manufacturing.” 


Bureau of Fisheries Tags Alaska Salmon 


Salmon tagging in connection with the study of migration 
routes of salmon in southeastern Alaska was carried on in six 
different districts this past season, the U. S. Bureau of Fisheries 
reports. In all 13,645 salmon were tagged. As in the past sea- 
sons, a reward is paid for the return of the tags with data as to 
time and place of recapture of the fish. 


